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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — PEEL REGION 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.42 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for the Prevention of Family and 
Domestic Violence. I appreciate the minister taking my grievance. My grievance is predominantly about the 
government’s announcement that a second refuge will be built in the Peel region for people fleeing domestic 
violence. The minister will recall that I raised this issue over a year ago, in September last year. I would like to 
guide members through where we are at, and to ask the minister to clarify some issues that I have identified. 
As part of the Labor Party’s commitments at the last state election, it produced the “WA Labor Plan for Peel”. 
A lot of the work in the plan for Peel has been delivered—namely, support services such as counselling and the 
like. I recognise the member for Mandurah’s contribution to the establishment of counselling services in the 
Mandurah community through institutions such as Allambee. 
Page 23 of the plan for Peel states — 

• A McGowan Labor Government will increase the capacity in crisis accommodation in Mandurah 
to strengthen service responses and ensure and that women and children facing family and 
domestic violence can access appropriate services. 

That document was released in March 2017. In March 2018, a reference group was formed to look at establishing 
a family and domestic violence crisis centre in the Peel region and find a way forward, referencing the election 
commitment. It took over a year for that reference group to be established. In the grievance that I raised with the 
minister last year, I said that we still have no insight into when this shelter will be opened. Although I appreciate 
the work that has been done, at that time we still did not get an understanding of when the shelter will be opened. 
In March 2019, two years after the original commitment was made, the minister put out a press release. The press 
release is titled “WA’s first therapeutic refuge to get survivors back on track”, and it states that the refuge will be 
delivered by early 2021. In November this year, some two and a half years after the government came into office, 
the government put out, on tenders.wa.gov.au, an expression of interest for a family and domestic violence 
therapeutic women’s refuge for Peel. I believe that the tender process started in November and will close at the 
end of this year, on 13 December. I draw members’ attention to page 5 of the expression of interest document. 
That indicates that there will be seven phases to this process, and that the service agreement for the Peel refuge 
will not commence until 2022. That will be after this government’s first term in office. That is obviously in stark 
contrast with the minister’s press release, which states that the refuge will be opened in early 2021. 
I have a significant concern about the delay in establishing a second refuge in the Peel region. All members would 
be aware of the amazing work that is done by Pat Thomas House. We know that every month, it has to turn away 
more than 30 women and families. By the time this refuge is built, the equivalent of hundreds, if not thousands, of 
women and children in our community will have been turned away from Pat Thomas House because it does not 
have the capacity to respond to the issues of family and domestic violence in our community. 
I appreciate the government’s commitment to ensure that a second refuge will be built and the minister’s 
commitment that it will be built in early 2021. However, given that the government has said this was one of its 
priorities, it is still some significant time away. We are now looking at the prospect that this refuge will not be 
open until beyond the end of the first term of this government. That means it will be five years until a service 
agreement will be signed. I ask the minister to confirm whether that will be the case. If that will be the case, 
why will the Peel community be placed in a situation in which hundreds, if not thousands, of women and children 
will be turned away from Pat Thomas House because there is no capacity and a second shelter has yet to be built 
in our community? If that will be the case, I ask the minister to intervene and do whatever she can to get something 
going by the end of this financial year. I do not think it is too much to ask that a temporary shelter or 
accommodation measure be put in place so that women and children in our community who are facing family and 
domestic violence will have somewhere to go. We all know the importance of shelters and the role that is played 
by Pat Thomas House. 
I am concerned that although the department is evidently very good at putting together plans and documents, those 
plans and documents are being dragged out. That is having a real impact and human cost in our community. We 
know that between 2015 and 2017, there was a 21 per cent increase in family and domestic violence incidents in 
this state. I suspect there is an exponentially higher rate in the Peel region. We all know that the Peel region has 
one of the highest rates of family and domestic violence in Western Australia. We desperately need a second 
shelter in the Peel region.  
I have gone through the draft “Women’s Plan: Building a Stronger WA Together 2020–2030”, which was released 
recently, to see whether there is any reference to Peel and Mandurah. The draft plan makes reference to a second 
refuge being built. I have to say, as a slight tangent, that I am disappointed about some of the language that is used 
in this document, for what it’s worth. I am not sure whether the minister is aware of what is in the draft women’s 
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plan. There is some very concerning language that I take significant issue with, I have to say, in particular insofar 
as Aboriginal people and Aboriginal women are concerned. I find one of the statements in that document incredibly 
distressing and disappointing. I have spoken much in this place about the impact of intergenerational trauma on 
the Aboriginal community. I have spoken much about the impact on mental health. I have spoken much about the 
rate of family and domestic violence in our community. The document states at page 13 — 

Aboriginal women may not identify family violence as a gender issue, but rather as a consequence of 
colonisation. 

There are some significant issues to unpack there. This government seems bureaucratically bent on producing plans. 
Unfortunately, it is not very focused on providing real outcomes for people. We are years late now in having a second 
family and domestic violence shelter for women in our community. It is years late and that is absolutely distressing. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You committed nothing! You mentioned some statistics, and you committed nothing! You 
raised statistics from 2015 and 2017, and you committed nothing in the election—not a squirrel! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, grievances will be heard in silence, please. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate the interjection and the passion from the member for Mandurah. The reality 
is that this government is in office now and it needs to do something to respond to this. It is not good enough 
that we will be waiting for five years. That is not good enough for our community, minister. More than that, I am 
exceptionally disappointed — 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Mr Acting Speaker, we have been hearing grievances in silence, respectfully, listening to 
all sides. I ask that the speaker on his feet, the member for Dawesville, be heard in silence. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Thank you, member. There is no point of order. The minister will not 
interject any more, please. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I would expect the draft women’s plan to reflect greater commitment to the Peel region. 
More than that, from my perspective, the language that is used in that draft plan is incredibly disappointing and 
incredibly distressing. Aboriginal women are undoubtedly the most marginalised group in our society, but to 
suggest that somehow that is only a result of colonisation and that somehow other issues do not factor into that is 
disappointing to me. 
MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [9.49 am]: I will 
address the important issue of making sure that there is adequate refuge accommodation for victims of domestic 
violence, including in the Peel region. I will address that first. I will make sure that I give myself time to respond 
to what the member for Dawesville raised about what we talk about in the women’s plan, which is what Aboriginal 
women are telling us and not what Young Liberals are telling us about women’s experiences of domestic violence. 
It is what Aboriginal women are telling us. I will talk about that towards the end of my response to the grievance. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, grievances will be heard in silence. You got most of the way 
through yours. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: Let us be clear about the extent of the problem of domestic violence that we as a state are 
faced with. We talk about it a lot in this place and it is the reason we have a dedicated portfolio. We are the first 
government to have a dedicated minister to coordinate our response to domestic violence. 
In 2018, Western Australia had the largest number of family and domestic violence–related homicide victims 
across all jurisdictions. Data collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics recorded 37 victims in 2018. It is 
assumed that it is an incredibly under-reported phenomenon. As few as 20 per cent of women who experience 
violence from an intimate partner might report it to police. One in four Australian women have experienced 
physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner since the age of 15. They are the national figures. 
We understand we have a problem across the state and that is why we took a comprehensive plan to the last election 
that included two new refuges. One will be located in the Peel and the other will be located in the south metropolitan 
area. We are working our way through that process. Although I recognise other services are co-located within 
existing refuges, what is significant about the Peel refuge is that, for the first time, its design will have an emphasis 
on the therapeutic needs of its victims—that is, services for women dealing with mental health and/or alcohol and 
other drug misuse who may have been impacted by the child protection system as a result of their issues. We are 
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trying to make sure that we have the best thinking available in the design of that Peel refuge and the two new 
refuges that we are putting in place. 
The member for Dawesville talked about the frustration with the time period. It is important to know that when 
people experience domestic violence, they do not all come through the front door of the refuges; there is a central 
intake point. Often, people do not go to their local refuge or their closest accommodation, but, for safety reasons 
go outside their own location to make sure that they are out of the line of sight of the perpetrator. That is why we 
have been such strong supporters of programs such as Keeping Women Safe in Their Home as an alternative to 
people going to refuges. I understand that refuges feel there is unmet need, but we are trying to make sure that we 
triage those needs, and that where there is high risk particularly, women are placed in other refuges. That is an 
important point to make. A time frame has now been set out. The services are anticipated to commence in 
November next year. The tender will be awarded in August next year. That is the time frame that we are currently 
working towards. 
As I said, there is a lot to do. We are not only meeting our election commitments, but also making sure that we are 
approaching in a systematic way the other work that needs to be done for the FDV strategy. I acknowledge the 
work of Pat Thomas House in the Peel region and its outgoing executive officer Jill Robinson, who will leave the 
position soon. Pat Thomas House received a donation from the Ride Against Domestic Violence, organised by the 
member for Armadale, which I know the member for Dawesville was also a part of. 
This government has put in place a dedicated Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence; 10 days’ 
leave in the public sector; $8.2 million towards two new refuges; $1 million for Allambee Counselling for domestic 
violence victims; $1.6 million for Aboriginal and culturally and linguistically diverse women victims to make 
sure our services are culturally appropriate; $7.4 million for financial counselling; $1.56 million to improve 
screening for FDV during pregnancy; increased sexual assault services in the north metro area worth $800 000; 
a second residential behavioural change program for perpetrators through Communicare; joining Our Watch; the 
RSPCA Pets in Crisis system; some of the strongest residential tenancy laws in the country for victims of domestic 
violence; introducing the respectful relationships teaching support program in schools; and of course the 16 Days 
campaign. We have done a lot and there is a lot more to do. 
That is in absolute stark contrast with what was done in eight and a half years by the other side. Nothing was done. 
The only thing that was done by the Liberal–National government during eight and a half years was in the last 
week of Parliament sitting in 2017 when it moved the family violence restraining order scheme. That was the only 
thing that was done. There was the dismantling of dedicated family violence court systems and no extra resources 
were put in place. Do not lecture us about domestic violence services or about what Aboriginal women think about 
their own experiences. 
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